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Encephalitis is an inflammation of the brain. The diagnosis of encephalitis can be established only by microscopic examination of brain tissue, and similarly the etiology is established only by the recovery from or the demonstration in brain tissue of an infectious agent. In clinical practice, however, the diagnosis of encephalitis frequently is based on neurologic manifestations, and the etiologic diagnosis is

Some investigators have recovered measles virus from the CSF and brain of affected patients (2, 3), which indicates that the virus is involved directly in the process. Other investigators have failed to isolate measles virus or to demonstrate measles virus RNA in the brain of affected patients (4). These findings have led to the belief that the illness is autoimmune. Symptoms of acute encephalitis usually develop during the period of measles exanthema and within 8 days of the onset of illness. Occasionally, the onset of central nervous system signs and syndromes occurs during the prodromal period (5). Onset at an early phase may suggest primary viral invasion, and later onset may suggest autoimmune mechanisms. Examination of cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) in measles encephalitis usually reveals mild pleocytosis with a predominance of mononuclear cells, mildly elevated protein values, and a normal glucose level.
In one study (6) 
